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Topical themes
This section gives an overview of the texts in tetms of what sort of topical themes were found. Table 1 2 Obviously, this is only relevant for sentences where the theme represents given information. For present purposes, 'given' is defined as something mentioned before, or inferable from the context (cf. Chafe's 'active' and 'semi-active' (1987: 25) and Jones's 'foregrounded frame' (1983: 50)). Anything that does not fit this description will be termed 'new' information. This may seem a somewhat subjective and haphazard way of judging what constitutes given information. However, great care has been taken to ensure that all the texts used in this study have been analyzed in the same way, thus ensuring the comparability of the resulting figures. Of course, there is no guarantee that these figures can be compared with those of other studies. This is clearly a problem, and one which is compounded by the fact that so many definitions of'given' and 'new' exist as to make it almost impossible to ensure the general comparability of the differenr definitions. It is to be hoped, however, that by making readers aware of the problem one may avoid, at least in part, invalid conclusions and generalizations.
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I.e. where the referent of the thematic element was last mentioned, if the theme is analyzed as given. We can see from Table 1 
Origin of topical themes
Let us now turn to the issue of where these themes come from. An overview of this is given in Table 2 below. 
Grammatical change leading to change of theme
The five target texts all exhibit a varying number of sentence changes that lead to a target-text theme which is different from that of the corresponding source-text sentence. Table 3 shows the various patterns of change. The most important of these are exemplified in section 7. Of the 
Grammatical change leading to change in thematic progression
As mentioned, not all of the grammatical changes causing a change in theme result in a different pattern of thematic progression. Table 4 below shows the number and distribution of changes in thematic progression in the five target texts (for explanations of the types of change, see Table 3 (footnotes)). This seems to be a fruitful area for further research.
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